Advances in Immunology, vol 35 H G Kunkel & F J Dixon (ed) pp 281 £26 ISBN 0-12-022435-6 Orlando, Florida: Academic Press 1984 This latest addition to the series covers recent research in six selected areas of immunology. The generation of antibody diversity is investigated using sequencing of both the antibodies and their genes in the murine immune response to phosphorylcholine. Molecular biology techniques are also used in the second report which details ways in which RNA processing mechanisms are involved in selecting the production of either the secreted or membranous forms of immunoglobulin, and in the coexpression on the lymphocyte surface membrane of immunoglobulins of different isotypes. Next we have a description of the receptors for IgE on lymphocytes and macrophages which emphasizes their structural and functional differences from those found on mast cells. Two reviews then centre on the relationship of the mammalian host with rather special types of graft. Transplantation of immunogenic tumours in mice has provided evidence that, as a consequence of the host response to tumour-specific antigens, there is development of a T-cellmediated immunosuppression. It is argued that these observations should be taken into account when designing strategies of immunotherapy. Survival of the fetus in its host probably involves multiple mechanisms, one of which, the possession of suppressor lymphocytes by the fetus, is focused on in a review of fetal-maternal relationships. Finally there is a comprehensive r&sume of the diverse effects of histamine on immunological responses.
The volume as a whole continues the high standards of its predecessors and will appeal not only to immunologists but to all concerned with the topics covered. PETER Research in September 1983, produced by cameraready process in hardback. The book will be useful reference for those whose central interest is the field of calcium entry blockerc; those outside the field who wish to learn about it would probably be better off reading other reviews. Those such as myself on the periphery who wish to keep abreast of the field should give attention to this book; they might find 3 or 4 papers necessary reading and 2 or 3 more of interest. The basic science aspects are heavily emphasized (although I could find no single channel studies), with many of the authors hailing from basic science departments while less than a quarter are from clinical departments. This balance is pretty much reflected in the papers. Perhaps the most disconcerting aspect of collections such as this is the uneven quality of the camera-ready manuscripts and the varying lengths of textsranging from 5 to 22 pages. It is worth noting that the 'Invited Posters' are no less impressive than the other contributions. The book is spattered with errors. It offers a fairly wide spread over basic science aspects with lesser clinical content; it is light in parts, but with some good contributions.
T B BOLTON

Professor ofPharmacology St George's Hospital Medical School, London
Thrombosis. M Verstraete & J Vermylen pp 339 £25 ISBN 0-08-030799-X (H/bk) £12 ISBN 0-08-031976-9 (P/bk) Oxford: Pergamon Press 1984 This is the most useful and best prepared book published in the past few years in the area of circulatory diseases. The book covers a much larger area than the title suggests, ranging for instance from the pathogenesis, prevention and treatment of acute myocardial ischaemia to a consideration of virtually all aspects of leg ischaemia. It includes a number of useful sections on a variety of common clinical problems like superficial thrombophlebitis, differential diagnosis of deep vein thrombosis and the management of transient and permanent cerebral ischaemia. Because all the book is written by two authors, both of international repute as researchers and clinicians, it is a compact authoritative summary of all the current state of knowledge about most aspects of circulatory disease. Clear and authoritative descriptions of all topics span the whole spectrum of interest from the potentially exciting most recent research to guidelines for practical clinical management. (The only possible criticism of the presentation is the absence of any link between statements and opinions made in the text and the list of references at the end of each chapter.) This book will be both understandable and interesting, equally to the specialist in any aspect of circulatory disease and the generalist, whether he is a medical student or a busy general practitioner. It is difficult to think of any medical person to whom this book would not be compulsory and compulsive reading.
J A DORMANDY
Consultant Surgeon St James Hospital, London
The Epidemiology of Cancer. G J Bourke (ed) pp 373 £19.95 ISBN 0-7099-0670-6 London: Croom Helm 1983 This book has a brief introduction on epidemiology and cancer followed by 12 chapters on the epidemiology of specific sites of malignancy. In addition, there are chapters on aetiological aspects (familiar, occupation, infection and drugs), a chapter on precancerous lesions and one on prevention.
The chapter on epidemiology, though clear, is very short and thus of limited value. The quality of the specific-site chapters varies markedly. Some are clear and provide up-to-date references. The chapter on cancer of the skin seems to have been written without any awareness of the main concepts of epidemiology set out in the first chapter. The aetiological chapter on occupation is clear, but overlaps with the sections in many of the site chapters which also refer to occupation. The chapter on infection is most helpful and has a lengthy list of references which are up to date compared with many of the other chapters. In contrast, the chapter on drugs does not seem to include a component of epidemiology. The chapter on prevention is unable to provide a blueprint for implementation today, and also suffers from overlap with the sections on prevention contained in many of the site-specific chapters.
The cover suggests the book is of interest to all those concerned with cancer, including undergraduates and postgraduates. It suffers from the disadvantage of covering a wide span of topics in a small number of pages. At the postgraduate level those with a real interest in malignant disease would wish to consult a more substantive volume. As far as undergraduates are concerned, the book certainly could be borrowed from a library and read with interest in an evening or two. Hormones and Cancer' is perhaps a rather misleading title for these proceedings of an international symposium held in Buenos Aires in May 1983. The book is concerned with some of the recent advances in the field of steroid and peptide hormone action but it is neither comprehensivewhich would be difficultnor sufficiently selective to treat some of the problems tackled in the depth that would be helpful to workers in the field. The range of subjects is considerableoestrogen receptors, oestrogen-induced proteins, insulin as a developmental hormone, prolactin and prolactin binding sites, glucocorticoid actions and interactions with specific receptors and androgen receptor assays. The range of tumours is also wide, and both human and animal tissues are the subject of report.
Although the proceedings of the meeting are of limited value, there is sufficient evidence of the multidisciplinary nature of the meeting to justify publication. There is little doubt that gatherings of this type are often an inspiration to participants and spark off fresh initiatives in research. The correct place for recording these researches is, however, in the appropriate learned journals, rather than in occasional publications of this sort, whose price puts them beyond the reach of many who would profit by reading them. colour. Comparatively little attention is paid to modern marker studies. The first chapter deals with the collection and processing of samplesof interest to those departments not yet accustomed to dealing fiequently with such samples. Plastic embedding and cryostat methods are described but not the more versatile
